
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 
discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church 
planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 
characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  February 22, 2009 
Title:  “Beware the Leaven” - A Sign Demanded in Dalmanutha  
Text:  Mark 8:10-21 (Gospel Parallels – Matt. 16:1-12) 
Theme: In life we must be ever vigilant toward faith lest we forget God. 
 
Introduction:   
Every era of life always seems to be more difficult than the time period preceding it.  
The government tells us that we are heading into another economical depression.  
Warring nations appear commonplace.  Through technology we are continually 
exposed to global crisis and calamity.  In the midst of this, we begin to wonder where 
God is in all of it.  We question whether or not He is able; whether or not He is in 
control and if He really cares.  Others seem to prosper and speak of God’s intervention, 
and we seem always to struggle and be beaten down.  We begin to listen to the false 
teachers and they begin to make sense.  Even though we hear His voice and see Him 
act, we are slow to believe.  Today, may God shake us from our lethargy and guard our 
hearts from unbelief. 
 
Mark’s picture of Jesus is one of perpetual motion.  It is important to remember how 
there are significant days, weeks, and months time gaps.  Mark’s picture is to show 
Jesus as one who ministers to the public as well as to His disciples.  In our present 
paragraph it would appear His words are sharp and direct, but nothing can measure 
the amount of thoughtfulness and love He has for those who follow Him and the 
emotion He has towards those who plot to see Him dead. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 

• Strategic Withdrawals from Galilee (6:30—9:29)  
o To the Eastern Shore of the Sea of Galilee (6:30–52)  
o To the Western Shore of the Sea (6:53—7:23)  
o To Syrian Phoenicia (7:24–30)  
o To the Region of the Decapolis (7:31—8:10)  
o To the Vicinity of Caesarea Philippi (8:11–30)  
o To the Mount of Transfiguration (8:31—9:29)  

 

• The Pharisees Confronted: Clean vs. Unclean (7:1-23) 

• The Healing of the Gentile (Syrophoenician) Woman’s Daughter (7:24-30) 

• The Healing of a Deaf-Mute (7:31-37) 

• The Feeding of the Four Thousand (8:1-9) 

• A Sign Demanded in Dalmanutha (8:10-21) 
 
Its Eternal Value:  
Perpetual alertness leads to reliance on the person and work of Jesus Christ.  This is the 
only path that can bring comfort, rest, and joy. 
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The Problem: 
It is easy for us to disregard genuine signs, and in so doing fail miserably in our 
understanding of God.  We simply fail to see ourselves in the story of God. 
 
The Storyline: 
It is important to remember that Mark’s narrative is not sequential.  He is not recording 
each day, week, month, or year.  What Mark does is craft a careful and intentional 
snapshot of the person and work of Jesus Christ.  He understands what His person and 
work means to the larger storyline of the Bible. 
 
Questions: 
1. Jesus has now re-entered Jewish territory.  He is on the West side of the Sea of 
Galilee (v. 10). 

2. Why were the Pharisees arguing with Jesus? 
3. What were they seeking from Him? 
4. Why did Jesus sign deeply in His spirit?  From Jesus’ reaction he doesn’t seem 
pleased with the Pharisee’s request, v12. What do you think is wrong with the 
Pharisee’s asking for a sign? 

5. Why do you believe this generation sought signs? 
6. Why would Jesus not give them a sign? 
7. Is there anything wrong with people asking God for a sign today? 
8. Where did He go when He went to the other side? 
9. Remember the amount of extra bread from 8:1-9.  Why might they have forgotten 
to take bread? 

10. What was Jesus concerned about in verse 15?  What do you think that Jesus 
meant? 

11. Where were the disciples doing in verse 16?  What were the disciples trying to 
understand? 

12. What was our Lord’s assessment of their arguing in verses 16, 17? 
13. Some people wish to make the feeding of the 5,000 and the feeding of the 4,000 
the same event.  Our Lord appears to separate these two events. 

14. What was our Lord wanting His disciples to understanding about His warning 
in verse 15?  It’s a harsh word when Jesus uses the Old Testament rebuke of hard 
hearted Israel (Jeremiah 5:21; Ezekiel 12:2) to rebuke the disciples – v17-19. What 
do you think they fail to see and understand with the two feeding miracles? 

15. Notice verse 22.  It appears the dialogue took place while on the Sea of Galilee. 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the real and present danger of 
drifting from the sufficiency and satisfaction of Jesus Christ.  
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to trust and follow Him because 
He alone is worthy. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of trusting and following 
Him. 
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It is important to remember the various elements present in our passage.  He is moving 
from the Jew to the Gentile.  The religious establishment is seeking His demise.  He is 
multiplying His work by transferring authority to His disciples.  He is approaching the 
work to which He was called. 
 
In this short paragraph there are three warnings.  We would do well to note them so 
that in the midst of our living we do not forget the story. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. Beware of Hypocritical Questions (vv. 10-12). 

 
The Pharisees were not sincere in the asking for the sign.  Jamieson, Fausett, and Brown 
correctly note how they were, “Not in the least desiring evidence for their conviction, 
but hoping to entrap Him.”  Their sole intent was to test Him for the purpose of 
entrapment and dishonor.  There are those who are seeking God and their sincerity is 
notable.  However, the questioning of many is nothing less than that of the Pharisees.  
They care not for the answer and if one is reasonably given, they will simply refute it 
and explain it away. 
 
How can we discern the motive behind the question?  I do not believe it is objectively 
possible.  I do believe, however, there is a distinction between “dispute” and “inquiry.”  
A.T. Robertson comments, “Dispute, not mere inquiry, associative instrumental case of 
autoi. They began at once and kept it up (present infinitive).” 
 
Notice the statement, “Our Lord will not answer their question.”  I am not saying does 
not or cannot, but rather will not.  Frequently in the absence of a response, an answer is 
spoken.  We often say more by our non-response than we do by our response. 
 

“The stubborn enemies of the doctrine of the Gospel, giving no credit to the 
miracles already done, require new ones: but Christ, being angry with them, 
utterly forsakes them.”  (1599 The Geneva Bible on Mark 8:11) 

 
I find it concerning when I am not moved by the fake question.  We should feel the 
weight of such disingenuous questioning.  Such motives should move us internally. 
 

“These sighs came from the centre of his heart for the Lord was very much 
moved with the great unbelief of these men.”  (1599 The Geneva Bible on Mark 
8:12) 
 
“Or having deeply groaned-so the word anastenaxav properly means.  He was 
exceedingly affected at their obstinacy and hardness of heart.”  (Adam Clarke’s 
Commentary on Mark 8:12). 
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II. Beware of Hostile Teachers (vv. 13-15). 
 
Both “watch out” and “beware” are present commands.  Our Lord would awaken us to 
the real and present dangers that surround us.  There is always a problem of not placing 
ourselves in the story of Scripture, thus we read this as something that happened but is 
not happening to us now.  What our Lord said there He says here, “Watch out and 
Beware.” 
 

“Matthew, instead of ‘Herod,’ has ‘the Sadducees.’ It is not improbable that he 
cautioned them against them all. The Pharisees sought his life, and were 
exceedingly corrupt in their doctrine and practice; the Sadducees denied some of 
the essential doctrines of religion; and the Herodians, it is supposed, maintained 
the opinion that it was lawful for the Jews to acknowledge a foreign prince, and 
join equally with the Pharisees and Sadducees in opposing the claims of Jesus. 
Matthew has recorded his caution to avoid the Pharisees and Sadducees, and 
Mark has added, what Matthew had omitted, the caution likewise to beware of 
the Herodians.”  (Albert Barnes’ New Testament Commentary) 

 
What were the qualifying characteristics of these three groups? 
 
Pharisees – External conformity, legalism, elitism, superiority.   
 

• "Pharisees" probably means "separated ones" in Hebrew, referring to their strict 
observance of laws and traditions (Luke 18:10-12).  

• Long-time political and religious rivals of the Sadducees, vying for influence 
among the rulers and the people.  

• Mostly laymen, but possibly also some priests (from the tribe of Levi) or even 
members of the Sanhedrin (Acts 5:34).  

• Followed not only the laws of the Hebrew Bible, but also the "traditions of the 
elders" (Mark 7:1-13; Matt 15:1-20).  

• Leaders were called "rabbis" or "teachers", such as Nicodemus (John 3:1-10; 7:50; 
19:39) and Gamaliel (Acts 5:34; 22:3).  

• Also had trained "scribes" (Mark 2:16; Acts 23:9) and "disciples" (Mark 2:18; Matt 
22:16; Luke 5:33).  

• NT Gospels portray them mainly as opponents of Jesus (Mark 8:11; 10:2), who 
conspire with the Herodians to kill Jesus (Mark 3:6).  

• Some of Jesus' harshest polemics are directed against the "hypocrisy" and 
"blindness" of the Pharisees (Matt 23; John 9).  

• In contrast to Sadducees (Mark 12:18-27), Pharisees believed in the resurrection 
of the dead (Acts 23:1-8).  

• Paul himself was a Pharisee (Phil 3:5; Acts 23:6; 26:5), as were some other early 
Christians (Acts 15:5). http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Jewish_Groups.htm#Pharisees 
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Sadducees – Socially Powerful, rationalism.    
 

• "Sadducees" comes from the Hebrew tsaddiqim ("righteous ones"), which may 
refer to the way they wished to live their lives.  

• The name may also derive from Zadok, the high priest under King David (1 
Kings 1:26), since many Sadducees were priests.  

• Long-time political and religious rivals of the Pharisees, although their influence 
was more with the wealthy ruling elites.  

• Probably also rivals of the Herodians, since they had supported the Hasmonean 
Jewish rulers against King Herod.  

• Closely associated with the Jerusalem Temple and with the ruling council 
("Sanhedrin") of the Jews (Acts 4:1; 5:17; 23:6).  

• Did not believe in life after death (Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27) or in angels or 
spirits (Acts 23:8).  

• NT Gospels portray them (often together with the Pharisees) mainly as 
opponents of Jesus (Matt 16:1-12; Mark 18:12-27).  

• But they also rejected the teachings of the Pharisees, esp. their oral traditions and 
newer innovations. http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Jewish_Groups.htm#Pharisees 

 
Herodians – Politically powerful, nepotism.  The Herodians had been sincerely friendly 
to Herod the Great, the ‘King of the Jews,’ and to his dynasty.  “A Jewish political party 
whose principal objective was to have the Roman governor replaced by one of Herod 
the Great’s descendants.”  http://www.templetons.com/charles/jesus/glossary.html 
 

• Mentioned only twice in Mark and once in Matthew, but never in Luke, John, or 
the rest of the NT.  

• In Mark 3:6 they conspire with the Pharisees to kill Jesus, still fairly early during 
Jesus' ministry in Galilee.  

• In Mark 12:13-17 and Matt 22:16 they join some Pharisees in trying to trap Jesus 
with a question about paying taxes to Caesar.  
http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Jewish_Groups.htm#Pharisees 

 
Let us not forget Mark 3:6. 
 

“The Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring with the Herodians 
against Him, as to how they might destroy Him” (Mark 3:6). 

 
In referring to this passage many commentators used such words as “pernicious” and 
“insidious.”   
 
Jesus warns us to beware and watch out for those who seek nothing else than to entrap 
and dishonor.  Beware of them.  Paul noted such teachers as those who desired to draw 
followers after themselves (Gal. 2:4; 6:13).   
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“But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy 
out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage” (Gal. 
2:4). 
 
“For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to 
have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh” (Gal. 6:13). 

 
He warned the Elders of Ephesus against such wolves in sheep’s clothing (Acts 20:29, 
30). 
 

29 “I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing 
the flock; 30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, 
to draw away the disciples after them” (Acts 20:29, 30). 

 
Many in error are sincere, but sincerely wrong.  Regardless as to what religious label 
they wear or how “gracious” they appear to be in their demeanor, if they reject who 
Jesus is and what He has done, then they are enemies of the cross and haters of God. 
 
III. Beware of Hardened Hearts (vv. 16-21). 

 
Because their eyes were not “seeing” and because they were not yet “connecting the 
dots” God identifies within them a “hard heart.”  The word “hard” apparently comes 
from poros (a kind of stone) and can mean, “to petrify” or (figuratively) “to render 
stupid or callous.” 
 
Why did the disciples not get it?  Though we are quick to point the accusing finger at 
the disciples, are we any less calloused in our response to the Lord? 
 
I believe John Wesley is correct when he makes the following comments concerning this 
idea.  “The very same expressions that occur in the thirteenth of Matthew. And yet it is 
certain they were not judicially hardened. Therefore all these strong expressions do not 
necessarily import any thing more than the present want of spiritual understanding.”  
(John Wesley’s Notes on the New Testament) 
 

“Hardness of heart and blindness of mind are often found to a great extent in the 
disciples of Christ; and were it not for his continual intercession, and the rich 
blessings of his Spirit, they would fall away and perish.”  (Family Bible Notes on 
Mark 8:17). 

 
Matthew Henry provides us with this warning, “How is it that we so often mistake his 
meaning, disregard his warnings, and distrust his providence?” (Matthew Henry’s 
Commentary on Mark 8:11).  A significant problem was their failure to remember. 
 

A. The disciples failed to remember who God is 
B. The disciples failed to remember what God has done 



 

 

7 

C. The disciples failed to remember who they were because of who He is 
and what He has done 

 
When we fail to acknowledge God as the author of the story and when we fail to see 
ourselves as a part of the story, we begin to take our eyes off God and try to provide 
meaning to life in His absence.  This activity produces fat hearts. 
 
 
 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Watch out as to how you ask the question.  May we always study and learn, 

but may we come as servants and not masters. 
2. Watch out for the false teacher.  Such people will divide the church of Christ 

and destroy your soul. 
3. Guard yourself against the fat heart.  The greatest deterrent to the hard heart 

is to see yourself in the story of God and to keep your eyes on the story’s 
Hero. 

4. It is possible for us to slowly and almost imperceptibly drift from Christ and 
find ourselves in a place we never intended or imagined ourselves to be. 

5. Let us pray to the Father through the Son in the power of the Holy Spirit so 
that He might guard our hearts and place around us a hedge of divine 
protection. 

6. Let us understand that God has given us the Word, pray, His people, 
Shepherds, and the community of Faith in our fight against hypocrisy, 
hostility, and hardness of heart. 

7. May we know His victory is ours. 
 
  

 


